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KARINPANI HALL

Aza Shintoku,Shintoku-cho,Kamikawa-gun,Hokkaido
KAWAHITO Hiroshi*, SAITO Masaya™**

*HOKKAIDO UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE, **SAPPORO CITY UNIVERSITY
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TuH® BRI Main use : assemble hall
SR 254.00m” Building area : 254.00m”
HEPRTIRE © 178.80m” Total floor area : 178.80m”
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Kyodougakusha Shintoku Farm where this architecture is located, is a
residential facility for the people who must live apart from mainstream
society because of mental or physical disabilities or other reasons. The
cheese produced behind daily farming and agriculture gets the global
evaluation. In recent years, because of the evaluation there are many people
who are from all of the world and learn the method of producing the cheese.
Against this backdrop Karinpani Hall serves as a gathering place for

residents of this farm, and anyone working towards community welfare,
agricultural tourism, and the revitalization of the dairy industry can gather
for meetings, trainings, experiential classes, and other workshops. The large
porch is a device for weaving the four seasons into the space as well as a
site for a wide range of activities. The project was conceived as a new model
for architecture in northern regions.
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Juror’s comment::---- KIKUTA Koki

%Surrounded by the Hidaka mountain range in Hokkaido, this community
interchange facility with its great diversity was built on a farm in Shintoku-
cho town located on the vast Tokachi plain. Taking one step inside the
premises, the building named “Karimpani” meaning Ezoyamazakura or
literally, mountain cherry trees of Hokkaido in the Ainu language, comes into
sight on gently sloping land. Comprising a floor that appears to float above
the ground and a sharp roof, and pillars that connect them diagonally,
Karimpani merges with beautiful plants and flowers and elegantly fluttering
butterflies. The veranda, about 3.6 meters in depth is skillfully designed from
both the functional and environmental points of view, providing an attractive
bustling space for events such as farm produce making experience, harvest
festivals, and other activities, sometimes involving animals. Long eaves and
large windows carry soft light and fresh wind into the interior, while
highlighting the continuity of the wall, floor and ceiling which are integrated
with the exterior and interior. Further, this is a work which leads to value-
added architectural designs of Hokkaido in that it has actively introduced
semi-outdoor features, not only for summer but also winter, and realized the
three-layered areas of the exterior, in-between and interior.



